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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments, filed on 12/13/2005, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1- 
9 are pending. In view of the Applicants' amendments objection to the drawing are hereby 
withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/13/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. See the new ground(s) of rejections set below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murase (US 
Pat. No. 6,366,732) in view of Ohishi (US Pat. No. 6,169,846). 

Regarding claim 1 , Murase discloses bit stream buffering and demultiplexing apparatus 
for a DVD Audio decoding system the apparatus comprising: 

a demultiplexer (see signal separating unit (86) in fig. 24) for demultiplexing a coded 
program stream (VOB in fig. 24) to elementary streams (video decoder (87) sub-picture decoder 
(88) and audio decoder (89) in fig. 24, and see col. 29 lines 20-34) in to a plurality of elementary 
streams (see fig. 24 video, sub-picture and audio decoders); 
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an audio still video unit bit buffer (see sub-picture decoder (88) and video decoder (87) in 
fig. 24) for storing demultiplexed audio still video program streams (see col. 29 lines 25-26 and 
lines 30-33, it is inherent that the audio is in the audio buffer for the decoding operation); 

a bit stream buffer (see audio decoder (89)) for storing a demultiplexed audio program 
stream (see col. 29 lines 30-32, it is inherent that the audio is in the audio buffer for the decoding 
operation); and 

an audio still video object address pointer table (see system controlling unit (93)) for 
storing address locations of the demultiplexed audio still video program streams (see fig. 12B 
PGC information, col. 30 lines 37-42, 55-62, col. 31 lines 57-66 and col. 32 lines 19-31 system 
controlling unit controls includes PGC information which stores the VOB address information 
table) and storing syntax error information (see col. 15 line 30-col. 16 line 31, col. 18 lines 17- 
23, col. 21 lines 35-43, col. 23 line 40-col. 24 line 19, highlight information). 

Claim 1 differs from Murase in that the claim further requires the demultiplexer is further 
for performing syntax error checking of an audio still video program stream during the 
demultiplexing of the coded program stream and storing resultant syntax error information 
obtained by the syntax error checking in the audio still video object address pointer table. 

In the same field of endeavor Ohishi discloses syntax error checking of the program 
during demultiplexing of the coded program stream (see col. 7 line 47-col. 8 line 15 and fig. 6). 
Ohishi further discloses the syntax information is written in to the memory (see col. 4 lines 40- 
49). Ohishi further discloses the demultiplexer and error correction information portion detects 
the starting points of the coded data and the corresponding error correction information portion 
to correct any errors with in the coded data (see col. 8 lines 16-37). Therefore in light of the 
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teaching in Ohishi it would have been obvious to modify Murase by providing syntax error 
checking during demultiplexing of the coded program stream in order to specify respective data 
elements. 

Regarding claim 2, Murase discloses audio still video object address pointer table is 
further for storing status information of the demultiplexed audio still video program streams (see 
fig. 26, col. 30 line 63-col. 31 line 33 system controlling unit includes highlight information for 
the selected PGC information). 

Regarding claim 3, Murase discloses the demultiplexer comprises a means for 
demultiplexing the coded program stream into (VOB in fig. 24) the plurality of 
elementary streams (video decoder (87) sub-picture decoder (88) and audio decoder (89) 
in fig. 24, and see col. 29 lines 20-34); and 

a means for switching between(selecting units (122) and (123) in fig. 25) writing to said 
audio still video unit bit buffer and said bit stream buffer (see sub-picture selecting unit (122) 
and audio selecting unit (123) and col. 29 lines 42-53), the switching to writing said audio still 
video unit bit buffer occurring whenever an input bitstream is an audio still program stream (see 
col. 29 lines 48-57 and 63-65, the audio still video program input bit stream includes the sub- 
picture which is selected from the audio). 

Regarding claim 4, Murase discloses audio still video unit bit buffer for storing the 
demultiplexed audio still video program streams comprises: a means for storing 
elementary streams of audio still video (see fig. 25 signal separating unit (86), video and sub- 
picture); and a means for storing start address pointers of all or a sub group of elementary 
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streams of an audio still video unit (see col. 34 line 63-col. 35 line 14, it is inherent that the 
decoder (88) in fig. 24 stores the start and end address to color the selected sub-picture). 

Claim 5 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 2 above. 

Regarding claim 6, the limitations of claim 6 can be found in claims 2 and 4 above. 
Therefore claim 6 is analyzed and rejected for the same reason as discussed in claims 2 and 4. 

Regarding claim 7, Murase discloses status information storing means comprises: a 
means for storing syntax error information (see fig. 1 OA h5, instruction '00... this pack has no 
highlight information, see fig. 28 step 137, fig. 29 step 144, 147, 149, see col. 15 line 30-col. 16 
line 31, col. 18 lines 17-23, col. 21 lines 35-43, col. 23 line 40-col. 24 line 19, highlight 
information and col. 34 lines 10-19, the syntax is received based on the codes 00 and 01); and a 
means for storing other information (trick play) related to the audio still video unit (see col. 34 
lines 10-12 and col. 43 lines 17-29). 

Regarding claim 8, Murase discloses a bit stream buffering and demultiplexing method 
for a DVD Audio decoding system, the method comprising the steps of: 

demultiplexing a coded program stream (VOB in fig. 24) into a plurality of elementary 
streams (video decoder (87) sub-picture decoder (88) and audio decoder (89) in fig. 24, and see 
col. 29 lines 20-34); 

storing demultiplexed audio still video program stream (see fig. 24 picture mixing unit 
(90), see sub-picture decoder (88) and video decoder (87) in fig. 24, see col. 29 lines 25-26 and 
lines 30-33, it is inherent that the audio is in the audio buffer for the decoding operation); 

storing a demultiplexed audio program stream (see audio decoder (89), col. 29 lines 30- 
32, it is inherent that the audio is in the audio buffer for the decoding operation); 
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storing address locations of the demultiplexed audio still video program streams (see fig. 
12B PGC information, col. 30 lines 37-42, 55-62, col. 31 lines 57-66 and col. 32 lines 19-31 
system controlling unit controls includes PGC information which stores the VOB address 
information table), wherein the demultiplexing step includes a step of comprises demultiplexing 
an audio still video unit program stream during a pre-loading to an audio still video unit bit 
buffer (see fig. 25 signal separating unit (86) which shows the separation of video sub-picture 
and audio before outputting to the decoders (87), (88) and (89)). 

Claim 8 differs from Murase in that the claim further requires performing syntax error 
checking of an audio still video program stream during the demultiplexing of the coded program 
stream and storing resultant syntax error information obtained by the syntax error checking in the 
audio still video object address pointer table. 

In the same field of endeavor Ohishi discloses syntax error checking of the program 
during demultiplexing of the coded program stream (see col. 7 line 47-col. 8 line 15 and fig. 6). 
Ohishi further discloses the syntax information is written in to the memory (see col. 4 lines 40- 
49). Ohishi further discloses the demultiplexer and error correction information portion detects 
the starting points of the coded data and the corresponding error correction information portion 
to correct any errors with in the coded data (see col. 8 lines 16-37). Therefore in light of the 
teaching in Ohishi it would have been obvious to modify Murase by providing syntax error 
checking during demultiplexing of the coded program stream in order to specify respective data 
elements. 

Regarding claim 9, the limitations of claim 9 can be found in claim 1 . Therefore claim 9 
is analyzed and rejected as discussed in claim 1 above. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MEHRDAD DASTOURI can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Helen Shibru 
February 21, 2006 




